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Module Aims: 
 
To enable and equip students with a knowledge base of social work law and related welsh, 
national and international policies.  
 
To enable learners to place legislation and policy in its practice context, acros children, family 
and adult arenas. 

 
To enable learners to identify and analyse the conflicting imperatives inherent in different 
laws and the implications for practice in Social Work.  
 
 
 

 
Expected Learning Outcomes 

 
At the end of this module, students should be able to: 
 
Knowledge and Understanding: 
 
1. Demonstrate and analyse the context of rights, responsibility, freedom, authority and 
power inherent in the practice of social workers as moral & statutory agents. 
2. Apply knowledge of the significance of legislative and legal frameworks, including the 
nature of legal authority.  
3. Apply legislation and related policy to practice. 
4 Demonstrate how legal and policy frameworks contribute to the safeguarding of both 
children and adults. 
5. Identify and analyse the tensions between statute, policy and practice. 
6 Apply knowledge of legislation, guidance, case law and related policy and procedures to 
both the Welsh and English context. 
 
Transferable/Key Skills and other attributes: 
 
Skills in personal and professional development 
Problem solving skills 
Skills in working with others 
Communication skills; 
 
 

 



Assessment: please indicate the type(s) of assessment (eg examination, oral, coursework, 
project) and the weighting of each (%).  Details of indicative assessment tasks must be 
included. 
 
Assessment One 
Based on a case study scenario, the student will identify and apply the relevant legislation.   
Assessment Two 
-Presentation:  A reflection on a case from practice (placement) or a well-documented legal 
case (exit/alternative award only) which outlines the conflicting imperatives in law.  
 
For students on the BA (Hons) Social Work:Qualified Status programme: 
All elements of assessment must be passed; 
Two attempts only are permitted for the assessment of this module. 
 
 
 

Assessment  Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration 
(if exam) 

Word count 
or equivalent 
if appropriate 

 
1 

1,2,3 Assignment 60%  2,000 

2 4,5 Presentation on 
reflection on a case 
from practice 

40%  1,000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 
 
The module will use a variety of methods including lectures, group debate, student led 
seminars, problem solving exercises. Workshops delivered by service users and 
practitioners. 
 
 

Syllabus outline: 
 
Semester 1 
Understanding legislation; development of legislation, rights and responsibilities; human 
rights; introduction to children and adult legislation and related policy and guidance 
 
Semester 2 
Focused and applied considerations which reflect on placement learning experiences, these 
include: specific consideration ofchildren’s legislation; adult legislation, related case law, 
policy and guidance, conflicting imperative; and application to social work practice. 
Judgement in the application of law is reflected against expectaions of normative human 
growth, development and life stage expectations. 
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